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CITY OF IQALUIT
EMERGENCY CITY COUNCIL MEETING #25
OCTOBER 19, 2021 at 12:00 p.m.

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

PRESENT FROM COUNCIL

Mayor Kenny Bell

Deputy Mayor Solomon Awa

Councillor Sheila Flaherty

Councillor Kyle Sheppard

Councillor John Fawcett — via visual conference
Councillor Simon Nattaq

ABSENT
Councillor Romeyn Stevenson

PRESENT FROM ADMINISTRATION

Amy Elgersma, Chief Administrative Officer
Tammy Ernst-Doiron, City Clerk

Jeanie Eeseemailee, Senior Interpreter/Translator

MOMENT OF SILENCE

Mayor Bell opened the meeting at 12:00 p.m. with a moment of silence.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Motion #21-328

Moved by: Councillor Sheppard
Seconded by: Deputy Mayor Awa

Adoption of agenda as presented.
Unanimously Carried

Councillor Fawcett was in attendance following the approval of the agenda.

1. DECLARATION OF INTEREST

None

Z NEW BUSINESS

a) State of Emergency Extension — Verbal
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Amy Elgersma, Chief Administrative Officer, provided a summary and the following are
the highlights:

e Team of experts working on the issue

e The tank where the concentrated contaminants were located has been isolated and
pumped out for remediation

e City is continuing to flush the water distribution system today and will likely
extend the flushing further into the week

» City is undertaking an environmental assessment to review the history of the site
where the water treatment plant is located

¢ Soil and ground water samples are being taken as part of the investigation

* More information and the findings of the investigation will be provided when
information becomes available

e A rigorous testing program has been implemented

¢ Staff continues to work around the clock on this issue

e The water distribution of bottled water will take place today at the Nakasuk
School parking lot and the Arctic Winter Games Complex parking lot from
4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

e Water distribution for the remainder of the week (Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday) will remain at the same locations, however, the time will change to 5:00
p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

o This allows for additional time for buses, trucks and operators

Ms. Elgersma left the meeting following her update.
Mayor Bell advised that there are numerous staff, residents, companies, groups and
government agencies helping during this time and he thanked everyone for their patience

and willingness to offer help.

Motion #21-329

Moved by: Councillor Sheppard
Seconded by: Deputy Mayor Awa

Council extends the State of Local Emergency due to the ongoing water issues in Igaluit.

Unanimously Carried

Councillor Flaherty asked if there was a staff member or Council member that speaks
Inuktitut that could speak on the radio to relay information. She noted that there are

many households that do not have social media and the only way they know about the
decisions being made for the safety of the community is through the radio in Inuktitut.

Mayor Bell advised that he and Deputy Mayor Awa were on the radio and spoke in
English and Inuktitut. Mayor Bell explained that news briefings were sent to CBC and
were not received by the radio hosts, and this has now been corrected. He also noted that
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radio shows are being held on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Mayor Bell noted that if
asked, they would participate in a radio show on CBC.

Councillor Nattaq agreed that it was important that the information regarding the water
emergency be on the radio in Inuktitut.

Councillor Sheppard thanked residents for their patience and cooperation regarding the
water distributions. He also thanked and appreciated the work of volunteers and the
many hours spent assisting with water delivery.

Councillor Sheppard reassured residents that there is more than enough water in Igaluit
and more is coming to meet the needs of everyone in the community and there is no need
to line up early at the distribution sites. He noted that in the last 24 hours, 137,000 litres
of water were received in Iqaluit, which is in addition to the regular daily flights of water.
Councillor Sheppard explained that everyone will have access to potable water and if
additional water is needed, it will be sent to Iqaluit. He advised that the water
distributions will continue as long as they are needed.

Deputy Mayor Awa advised that residents could call 979-5603 for information regarding
water distribution. He noted that if anyone does not have transportation to the water

distribution sites, they can call 975-8400 for help.

3. IN CAMERA SESSION

() as per Section 22 (2) (a) CTV Act and By-law 526 Section 67

4. ADJOURNMENT

Motion #21-330

Moved by: Councillor Sheppard
Seconded by: Deputy Mayor Awa

Council adjourns at 12:10 p.m.
Unanimously Carried

Kenny Bell
Mayor

'\_L.h‘um; .,é“/z T o QL)L/LET\/
Tammy Ernst-Doiron
City Clerk

Approved by City Council on the 26™ day of October 2021.
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